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PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDS OF INDIA 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.48 pm]: I rise tonight as one of the co-conveners of the 
Parliamentary Friends of India—a most important group that was started in the last Parliament. I am very 
pleased to report to the house tonight that an invitation was sent to members on both sides of the chamber in both 
houses to continue their membership of that group, and to the new members to find out whether they were 
interested in participating—a good number of members took up the invitation. I think the parliamentary 
friendship groups we start can play a very important role in our parliamentary lives. I went to a lecture at the 
University Club of Western Australia hosted by the Lowy Institute for International Policy and the University of 
Western Australia. The lecture, which was delivered by a most excellent speaker, Dr C. Raja Mohan, was on the 
topic “Churning the seas: India–China strategic competition and what it means for Australia”. Also attending on 
that evening was the US Ambassador to Australia, Jeffrey Bleich, who also participated in that debate. It was a 
very interesting lecture and I am hopeful that a paper will be presented that members will be able to access. 
There were some very interesting and wide-ranging topics discussed in relation to Indo–Pacific relationships and 
where Australia can play a part. We need to perhaps look at trilateral agreements in that space.  

Yesterday evening I sat with the US Consul General to Western Australia, Aleisha Woodward. Many members 
of this house know Aleisha well. I will take a couple of moments to let members know, in case they are not 
aware, that Aleisha’s tenure as US Consul General to Western Australia is rapidly coming to an end; she leaves 
us on 3 July. Aleisha will return to the US for a period of 12 months where she will undertake a very intensive 
course in the Russian language and, following that, she will take up a post as head of her embassy’s public 
affairs department in Kazakhstan. I take this opportunity to thank Aleisha for the wonderful contribution she has 
made to Western Australia in her role as Consul General over the past three years. She has been willing to 
participate in any number of things. Indeed, she attended with me at Ashdale Secondary College just two weeks 
ago to talk to the students about the US political system and what life is like in the foreign service. On behalf of 
everyone here, I bid her a very fond farewell. She will be very much missed in Western Australia. I also wish her 
successor all the best when she arrives to take up her role.  

One of the other people there last night was Rory Medcalf, who is a director of the Lowy Institute and a very 
well-known person to speak on Indian matters.  
I would like to take a few minutes to draw the attention of the house to the Lowy Institute’s “India–Australia 
Poll 2013”. For those who are interested in the relationship that Australia, and in particular Western Australia, 
has with India, I urge them to go online and have a look at that poll. Mr President, you led a very successful 
delegation of members from this chamber to India in December 2010. I was fortunate enough to travel to India 
with you at that time. From that trip we formed the Parliamentary Friends of India Group. For those who have 
been to India, it is very interesting to go through the “India–Australia Poll 2013” to see what we can do to grow 
the relationship between Western Australia and India. The poll was conducted nationally; it was an opinion 
survey of 1 233 Indian adults conducted face-to-face between 30 August and 15 October 2012. The poll was a 
collaboration between the Lowy Institute and the Australia-India Institute. One of the topics canvassed in this 
survey was Indians’ warmth towards Australia. Whilst the United States of America is by far the country to 
which Indians feel the greatest degree of warmth, at 62 per cent, Australia sits not far below that at 56 per cent. 
Members who have quickly done the maths in their heads—I am sure Hon Ken Travers, being the financial 
wizard that he is, has done so—will know that there is six degrees of separation between the United States and 
Australia. That is something for us to work towards to perhaps lessen that degree of separation between the two 
countries. Other questions included asking participants’ views on Australia as a model for India, Australia’s 
qualities, Indians in Australia, education in Australia, uranium matters, Indian Ocean security and something that 
I think you, Mr President, will be very interested in—cricket diplomacy. The executive summary states — 

It seems cricket really does help. Three-quarters of Indians think the game carries three diplomatic 
benefits: it projects a positive image of Australia, a positive image of India, and helps the two countries 
grow closer. That said, 35% think cricket can sometimes cause frictions between the countries. 

That is quite relevant. The poll indicates that relationships between India and Australia have deepened 
dramatically over the past decade. We certainly saw evidence of that when our group travelled to India. I will 
just put on the record, to remind members—I think we did this some time ago—that the delegation to India 
included the President as leader of the delegation, Hon Kate Doust, Hon Adele Farina, Hon Col Holt, and me. 
The places we visited during that whirlwind tour—I think it was eight or nine days — 
Hon Kate Doust: Seven.  

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: I am corrected by Hon Kate Doust; it was seven days. We went to Delhi, Chennai and 
Bangalore in India and also to Colombo in Sri Lanka on our way back. The poll indicates that one important area 
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for Indians is education. Whilst the poll itself was taken some time ago, it shows that Indians still felt a bit of 
anxiousness about how their students were treated in Australia. That stems back to the issues in 2009 and 2010, 
mostly in Melbourne, when there were some problems with Indian students. The poll that will probably be taken 
next year will probably show a rapid change in that attitude. Australia is a very popular place for people of 
Indian origin to call their home. A lot of my neighbours are of Indian origin. I welcome them to our community 
because they make very good neighbours and they are making a wonderful contribution to our society in 
Western Australia. Only 42 per cent of the people polled thought that Australia was the best place to be 
educated; 61 per cent thought that America was the best place. There is a bit of work to be done in that area. I 
think next time around those figures will change. It is quite an extensive poll. The question of uranium and its 
export to India was also canvassed in the poll. Following on from discussions I had last night, whilst we all know 
that attitudes have changed in that regard, it is probably more of a hypothetical question these days as to whether 
uranium exports to India will happen. I think they have issues they are looking at. I commend the Lowy Institute 
for this poll. I encourage those members who are not members of the Parliamentary Friends of India Group to 
join me and Hon Adele Farina—we are co-convenors of that group—and get on board. There is a great future 
between Western Australia and India. I encourage all members to be involved wherever they can be.  
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